H.A.E.

Humanities Arts Experience

An education in the humanities is not complete without actual exposure to events in the realm of the fine arts. McKinney Humanities students are expected to apply their knowledge about the humanities to performances and exhibits they attend or view.

The requirements: Students will have TWO Humanities Arts Experiences throughout the school year – one each semester. They will each compose a short H.A.E. evaluation discussing the performance or exhibit attended and its relevance to our classroom studies. Students should use the evaluative skills acquired in class to offer an informed critique of the H.A.E.

The grade: The H.A.E. will count as one summative grade in the grading period during which it is due.

Details:

1. Humanities Arts Experience includes any professional quality performance or exhibit in the areas of art, music, drama, dance, or opera. Prose and poetry readings, as well as lectures from noted artists, writers, composers, or performers will also count. Occasionally (but infrequently), the instructors may announce televised performances or programs which students may view as their H.A.E. Students may, with prior approval, read a work of literature that relates to the material being studied. Unless announced by the teachers, films are NOT allowed for H.A.E.s.

2. Unless otherwise approved by a Humanities teacher, the H.A.E. must be of professional caliber (i.e. not a middle or high school performance) and must not include “pop culture” events such as contemporary music concerts or comedy shows. College or university performances are acceptable. Students who have a question about the eligibility of a potential H.A.E. must get prior approval from Mrs. Bennett. When in doubt, ask.

3. In order to receive credit for the H.A.E., the student must complete and turn in an H.A.E. Evaluation. The format for the H.A.E. Evaluation is discussed below.

4. ***Students must turn in a ticket stub or program with their evaluation as evidence of attendance. These will be returned to the students with the graded H.A.E.s.

**** What NOT to see:


galleries (where you can buy the art)


science museums (The Heard Museum for example)


historical museums (History of Airplanes)


church plays


children’s theatre

The H.A.E. Evaluation:

The H.A.E. Evaluation will be a combination of summary and critique similar to arts reviews found in newspapers and magazines. The H.A.E. Evaluation must be typed and contain 450-500 words. A grading rubric will be provided in class prior to the first due date.

	Heading: A correct MLA Heading

Title: An interesting title or headline (not just the name of what you saw for the H.A.E.)

The Write-Up: The main portion of your H.A.E. is a third-person essay about your arts experience. You will want to incorporate the three elements below into your essay. The best H.A.E. write-ups will combine the elements seamlessly into an interestingly written and compelling essay that gives the reader an understanding of the arts experience and its strengths and weaknesses. (450-500 words)

     The H.A.E.: Include information about the performance or event you watched/attended including the name of the performance or exhibit; performer (if applicable); arts organization (i.e. Dallas Classical Guitar Society; Kimbell Art Museum; Kitchen Dog Theatre, etc.); date; and any other relevant information.

     Description: Provide a brief discussion of the content of the H.A.E. You do not need to give a detailed plot synopsis or a listing of every work displayed or performed, but you need to give your reader and idea of what you experienced.

     *Critique: (most important part) Give your informed opinion of the performance, program, or exhibit, and even the venue. Consider more than just the material being performed. A list of guidelines you may wish to follow for each art form is included below.


Critique Options: The following is a list of various arts and the elements worthy of commentary or discussion in each. The list is not exhaustive, so the student should feel free to select applicable elements.

Theatre: the play itself, staging (set, costumes, lighting, sound design), performances, direction


Music: the material performed, performance(s), musical elements


Dance: choreography, costuming, staging, music


Art: specific works or the overall collection: how pieces relate or are put together; museum information or commentary about the works


Literature: style, content, relevance to the historical period or genre

Resources: The following is a list of some arts groups in the area you may wish to explore. This is only a list of suggestions and is not meant as an endorsement of the arts organization or as a guarantee of the quality or appropriateness of their work:

Dallas Theatre Center


Dallas Symphony Orchestra

Theatre Three



Kimbell Art Museum

Classical Acting Company


Texas Ballet Theatre

Kitchen Dog Theatre


Bass Performance Hall

WaterTower Theatre


University of Texas at Dallas

Plano Symphony Orchestra


SMU Meadows School for the Arts

Dallas Opera



Nasher Sculpture Center

TITAS




University of North Texas

Dallas Museum of Art


Collin County Community College
1. The Friday Guide section of the Dallas Morning News, The Dallas Observer, and several online resources like Guidelive.com can be a big help in locating events.

2. Don’t neglect the local universities. They provide excellent quality performances at affordable prices.

3. Always ask about a student discount. Many organizations will give you incredible bargains because you are in school. Some organizations will let you see a performance for free if you volunteer to usher!

4. Make sure you use the rubric to help you write the best H.A.E. possible.

